
WAC 296-54-543  Mechanized falling.  (1) A flagger(s) must be as-
signed on roads where hazardous conditions are created from falling 
trees. Where there is no through traffic, such as on a dead end road, 
warning signs or barricades may be used instead of a flagger(s).

(2) Self-propelled mobile falling equipment used for falling 
trees must be designed, or have auxiliary equipment installed, that 
will cause the tree to fall in the intended direction.

(3) Until the machine operator has acknowledged that it is safe 
to do so, no employee will approach a mechanical falling operation 
closer than a minimum of two tree lengths of the trees being fell.

(4) Mechanized falling must be conducted in a way that does not 
endanger people or equipment.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060, 
and chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 17-17-131, § 296-54-543, filed 8/22/17, ef-
fective 10/22/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].040 and 
[49.17].050. WSR 99-17-117, § 296-54-543, filed 8/18/99, effective 
12/1/99. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.240, 
chapters 43.22 and 42.30 RCW. WSR 80-11-057 (Order 80-15), § 
296-54-543, filed 8/20/80. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, 
49.17.150 and 49.17.240. WSR 79-10-081 (Order 79-14), § 296-54-543, 
filed 9/21/79.]
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